
  Upcoming School Events 

Wed 28 July- School 

Spelling Competition 

Fri 30 July-  Assembly 

at Events Centre 

Wed 4 August– Rooms 

4 and 5 to Cultural Ex-

travaganza EOHS 

Wed 4 August-PALS 

Group to Edgar Centre 

in the a.m. 

Thurs 5 August-Tree 

Planting at the Marae 

two children from 

each room. 

Wed 11 August- Clus-

ter Spelling Competi-

tion at Events Centre 

 

UPCOMING SCHOOL 

EVENTS 



Kia Ora everyone 

This week is Maori Language week and in the past I 

have experienced negative comments about why we 

have maori language and learn about maori culture.   

As I grew up I knew nothing about what happened at 

church and why. I was deprived of knowledge to make 

an educated choice. If we give children the knowledge 

and experiences of all things different, then when they 

get older they are able to make an educated choice. 

This week we have the complaints procedure enclosed 

within the newsletter. This is a procedure for parents to 

use if they are unhappy with what is happening for 

their child at school. There is a chart explaining this 

procedure on the notice board in the office at all times.  

These guidelines are a standard procedure which all 

schools are recommended to use. 

First Aid Certificate 

Are there people in our community who would like to 

update or complete a First Aid course?  We have the 

opportunity to do this through the school if we have 

enough people interested. If you are interested or 

would like more information please contact Trudy at 

school.    

School Photos 

Class photos were taken last week on Tuesday by 

Heritage Photography. Once we have these back to us 

we will send them home to you with instructions of 

how to purchase. 

Scabies 

These little critters are doing the rounds at the mo-

ment. Scabies is a common skin infection that causes 

small itchy bumps and blisters due to tiny mites that 

burrow into the top layer of human skin to lay their 

eggs. Look between fingers and on hands. 

Children will be very itchy and this is very contagious 

and requires a treatment similar to head lice. If you 

Google scabies you will find out all there is to know. 

Please check your child and while you are at it have a  

check for head lice too!   Trudy                             

NETBALL                                                                       

Well done to both netball teams yesterday. Waikouaiti 

Black lost to Kaikorai 18-17. Waikouaiti Red played 

St Josephs and won 7-2. The players of the day were 

Shannon and Rhyse.                                            

HOCKEY                                                                     

Cool Blacks won 5-2. Player of the day Maddison . 

Black Sticks tied 4-4 and player of the day Giana.  

 CORRECTION                                                      

Further to the Board of Trustees Notice in last weeks 

newsletter, I would like to make the following correc-

tion:  Waikouaiti School House - Funding for the reno-

vations to the School House has been possible from 

financial assistance from the previous PTA and the 
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rental monies received for 2009/10 year.  Sonya  

SCHOOL FUNDRAISER                                
Tupperware party, Tuesday 17 August, at 7:30pm 

in the Golden Fleece Lounge Bar. Catalogues 

available at the school office, outside orders wel-

come. More info contact Kathryn  4658 001                                                                              

A NOTE FROM MRS GEERLOFS               
Last term Room One learnt Music on Monday af-

ternoons.  Children  listened to different kinds of 

music in order to hear and identify the various in-

strument sounds, as well as learning about the dif-

ferent types of music that there are.  The class  also 

learned a simple dance which was fun.  This term 

we will be making soap, which will be really excit-

ing, and more “hands on” .                                       

ROOM 1                                                     

Awards: Joel-handwriting                                    

Kia Ora! Whānau,                                                            

Welcome back for term 3.  Everyone has settled 

back into the classroom routines. Some of you will 

be getting a school stationery list for things that 

your child needs. Please get these things a.s.a.p. 

and remember to check the local shop for some of 

these things. This week it is Māori Language week 

and the students are learning some Māori words 

that relate to food. We are learning a huarākau 

haka (fruit haka). Ask your child if they can do this 

for you.I realise that teaching your child is a privi-

lege, as well as a tremendous responsibility. I will 

do my best this term to ensure that each student 

has a motivating and safe learning experience in 

the classroom. However, I cannot do this alone: I 

need your help. We both need to be partners in the 

learning process. I need each of you to encourage 

your child at home by helping to ensure that they 

have completed their reading, spelling and word 

charts.                                                                 

During this week’s discovery time room 1 will 

have a shared kai (food) picnic, to celebrate Māori 

language week. You are welcome to come. 11:20 – 

11:40 (this is the picnic time only).                                

On Sunday I helped my mum in the garden. I was 

pulling the weeds out. Thomas                             

Nā Rachel Thorne                                      

Whakanuia Te Wiki o te Reo Māori - Celebrate 

Māori Language Week 

The focus is: “Te Mahi Kai” - The Language of 

Food 

“The key message for the language this year is en-

couraging use in communities. For this reason we 

have deliberately chosen an activity based theme 

to promote and widen spoken language in commu-



and measure in kilometres, centimetres, metre and 

millimetres.  It would be great if you could check 

with your child to make sure they have a ruler and 

that they are equipped with pencils, glue sticks and 

rubbers.  This would be greatly appreciated. 

For the past week we have been reading some chap-

ter books written by Roald Dahl.   Some of the chil-

dren have worked really hard on completing inde-

pendent contracts on a chosen Roald Dahl book.  

This week is also Maori Language week.  The chil-

dren have been learning some new phrases as well as 

practising the days of the week.  We also have been 

singing some Maori songs and doing activities re-

lated to some Maori Myths and Legends. 

Our wikipage is up and running with several new 

activities for the children to use.    These can be ac-

cessed from home by going onto 

www.waikouaiti.school.nz then follow the link to 

Room 3’s page.  Katrina 

ROOM 4 

Awards: Rhyse-time and welcome to Sam. 

Watch this space next week for Maia’s writing. 

ROOM 5 

Awards: Travis-reading, Rachel-writing 

Kia ora from Ruma Rima, 

This term we are looking at writing Narratives and to 

help us get creative we have been writing for a spe-

cific audience. We have been exploring the different 

language needed to write for different age groups. 

We have had a lot of excitement about this and we 

are looking forward to writing pieces for lots of other 

specific audiences including parents and grandpar-

ents. The piece I will share with you this week was 

written by Nicole  for Sarah  in Room 2. We asked 

all sorts of questions to work out what would amuse 

her most and then carefully wrote the story to maxi-

mise her entertainment which was our purpose. We 

hope you and she will enjoy this story. 

One rough stormy night Sarah was thinking about 

her friend Danielle. ñItôs too rough out there, new 

things will be coming and thatôs bad.ò thought 

Sarah. Suddenly Danielleôs taxi pulled up and she 

got out with these weird things staring at her purple 

mermaid tail. ñSarah this is Woody, Buzz, Jesse, and 

Bulls Eye. Oh yeah this is Hammy, Rex and the Po-

tato family.ò Danielle informed Sarah. ñHi Sarahò 

chorused  everyone in unison. 

After tea Sarah gave the toys a tour of where theyôd 

be sleeping and they all went to sleep.  

In the morning there was snow on the ground. Every-

one was so excited to see snow everywhere. They all 

went outside and played and played all day. Nicole  

Keep smiling, Keep learning. 

Chris Cowan 
 

NO HIP HOP tomorrow Thursday 29th July 

nities” http://www.korero.maori.nz/news/mlw  

At Waikouaiti Kura the tamariki (children) are learn-

ing words that are related to food. Here are some 

words you can use at home: 

Fruit – huarākau, banana – panama, apple – āporo,                     

pear – pea, orange – ārani, lemon – rēmana, fish – 

ika, cheese – tihi, butter – pata, meat – miti  

Nā Rachel  

ROOM 2 

Awards: Sam B-catching the learning bug, Levi- 

reading 

Kia Ora from Room Two 

For the first two weeks of this term we are working 

on measurement, beginning with length and then 

moving onto reading the time. It would be great to 

consolidate this at home by talking about the time 

eg; “In ten minutes we will be having tea so the big 

hand will be on the…” In particular focus on reading 

the o’clock and half past aspects of time. Next week 

we will be moving onto numeracy.   

In writing we have been looking at writing a narra-

tive. So far the children have invented a witch char-

acter that will star in their narrative. They have found 

some interesting words that they are going to use in 

their writing also. These are on display in Room Two 

along with a picture of their witch. Our next step is 

to look at the structure of a narrative. I am really ex-

cited about the end product! 

For Maori Language week we are learning a narra-

tive in Te Reo which we will be presenting at assem-

bly on Friday. We hope you will come along to see 

our performance. 

We have a display in our classroom of the early 

days. Thank you to those who have kindly lent us 

items and photos. You are all very welcome to come 

on in and have a look. 

A reminder that each day reading, spelling and po-

etry books must come back to school.  We usually 

have follow up activities the next day and the chil-

dren need their own copies. The children also prac-

tise their spelling at school each day. If you have any 

reading books at home I would appreciate the return 

of these as there are a number missing.  

Thank you for your help.  

Louise Ritchie 

ROOM 3 

Awards: Katelyn- listening and following instruc-

tions, Joseph-excellent work habits. 

Kiaora from Room 3. Welcome to term 3. This term 

our topic is focussing on the school reunion and cele-

brating 150 years.  We will be doing a number of 

activities about the school’s history as well as our 

local history.  We also will be learning about some 

changes that have occurred over the past 150 years.   

In Maths we are learning about measurement with a 

focus on length.  The children have completed a 

number of measurement activities using non-

standard units and we are now beginning to record 

http://www.waikouaiti.school.nz/
http://www.korero.maori.nz/news/mlw

