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Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa Greetings to you all

| have had a wonderful welcome into your school and
feel every much a part of the place already. Itis
already week two and | have meet many parents
already and | hope to meet you all during the rest of
this term. Please pop in and say hello! | have been
able to work with some of the children who are very
thoughtful and helpful. When you change schools like
I have you notice all the differences and for me | know
| have made a good change and really look forward to
working with the dedicated staff, the new incoming
board of trustees and most importantly your wonderful
children.

A little about me...I have come from a teaching princi-
pal position at Taieri Beach School south of Dunedin
with a roll of 26 so | am looking forward to working
with a larger group of children and more staff. | enjoy
teaching all levels and especially like to share what |
know and help others. | came from Masterton in the
north island originally, a large family and a rural up-
bringing on a sheep and cattle farm. | have my own
children Ethan 18 and Kate 16 and live with my
partner Bob and his 2 boys Luke and Bradley.

| look forward to meeting you all, regards

Trudy Pankhurst

ROOM 1

Kia Ora!

Term 2 is already here and it is great to see lots of
smiling faces after the Easter break.

What's happening this tenm
The value this term is ‘Integrity — Pono’. We will be
learning ways that we can show integrity within the
classroom and out in the community.

Our topic this term will have a science focus and we
will begin this at the start of this term and continue for
the next 5 weeks. Our topic is “What happened to the
dinosaurs?”. We will be exploring fossils, exploring the
skills of a Palaeontologist, and what dinosaurs needed
to stay alive. Our writing focus for this term is report
writing.

We will continue to have PMP everyday and discovery
time on Friday.

Thank you to the parents who helped out in Room 1
during term 1. | have an open door policy in my class-
room so if you are interested in helping out in the
classroom, we would really appreciate it. Likewise, if
you ever have a question or concern please come and
see me straight away.

As the cold weather arrives, please make sure your
child has labeled clothes, and brings a warm jacket to
school each day.

Na Rachel Thorne
You can contact me via email:
rachel@waikouaiti.school.nz

ROOM 2

Kia ora!

What an exciting term we are having! Dinosaur
mania has taken over Room Two. So far the chil-
dren have put together a list of questions to be
answered which we will be adding to as we con-
tinue through our study. Some of our questions
have already been answered during our visit to the
Museum on Monday. What an amazing interactive
display they have. Both adults and children loved
the experience. It's not very often that you can go
to an exhibition and you are told to touch every-
thing!

Our maths topic for the first two to three weeks is
Fractions. We are learning to identify half, quarter,
thirds etc of shapes and groups, with a focus on
the divisions having to be of equal sizes or num-
bers. | have been encouraging the children to look
at the things around them to see if they can divide
them into fractions. You may see them looking at
their mashed potatoes, sausages, pizza, and peas
in a whole different light.

We have a student teacher in Room Two, Mrs
Engelbrecht, and we welcome the extra pair of
hands for the five weeks she is here. You are
more than welcome to come on in and meet her.
While you are here please feel free to take a look
at your children’s work both on display and in their
books.

Remember if you have any questions, comments,
ideas etc please feel free to come on in and see
me.

Louise Ritchie

ROOM 3

Kiaora from Room 3,

Room 3 have had a great start to the term with a
number of exciting activities happening in the
class room. In the first week we began our topic
on dinosaurs with the focus question being ‘What
happened to the dinosaurs?” We have dis-
cussed and recorded what we know about dino-
saurs and the children are in the process of writing
questions to research in groups. The children are
all very enthusiastic about the topic and enjoyed
their trip to the Museum. We also learnt about
Anzac day and enjoyed reading several stories as
well as making poppies and Anzac biscuits.

In Maths we are learning about 2D and 3D shapes
in Geometry and the children will be beginning to
learn about reflection, rotation and enlarging ob-
jects. In the next two weeks we will be moving
onto multiplication and division. Keep practicing
your subtraction and addition problems!

There is a website for the children to use which
covers Maths, Literacy and our topic on dinosaurs.
These sites are great for additional activities, re-
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searching sites and games. You can go onto this
webpage by following the link from
www.waikouaiti.school.nz then click onto our wiki
and then onto Room 3’s page.

ROOM 4

Welcome to term two everyone. This term has
started off busy with the children being very excited
about our unit on dinosaurs. This will include finding
out about the different types of dinosaurs, when they
were alive and the role of the palaeontologist and
what information fossils can give us. We are inte-
grating reading with our dinosaur study. In writing
we will be writing reports and in maths we are begin-
ning work on multiplication and division. Please help
your children practise their times tables at home.
This is very important because without times-table
knowledge they cannot solve maths problems.
Could each parent please ensure their child has a
blue pen, red pen, rubber, ruler and pencil as these
are running very low with some children. This term
with our homework we are looking at current events.
It is an expectation that each child will write about a
news item including who, what, when, where and
how which is to be written in the form of a short
paragraph. Today is our trip to the museum which
will be great. Thanks to those parents who are help-
ing with transport.

Kind Regards

Cheryl Neill

ROOM 5

Kia Ora and welcome to term 2.

We have a busy term ahead of us and lots of differ-
ent things happening throughout. Thank you to all
those who have sent back their slips for the Ski Trip.
| am available for questions both before and after
school or you can send a note with your child and |
will endeavour to respond with an answer. Thank
you also to those who are helping with transport for
the Museum trip this week. We couldn’t do it without
you. We have spent a week learning all about AN-
ZAC day and | feel | should apologise to any families
forced to attend Dawn services for the first time, but
| hope you have enjoyed the excitement as much as
| have in class. We start our Dinosaur unit this week
which will see us learning about, not only Dinosaurs,
but fossilisation, the environment and wrapping up
with a short time on sustainability. Hockey starts this
week on Wednesday, so please send children with
sticks (plenty available if needed), mouth-guards
(compulsory) and shin-guards on Wednesday morn-
ing. The games start at 3:30 in Palmerston so do
feel free to come along and watch your child/ren
play. This week the P.A.L.’s are attending a training
session involving Football, Rugby, Netball and Bas-
ketball and then later in the term they will be playing
in a competition against other P.A.L.’s in these same
sports. Good luck to all P.A.L.’s and thank you for all
your time and effort.

Keep smiling, keep learning.

Chris Cowan
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ASSEMBLY DATES THIS TERM

Our school assemblies this term will be held at the Events
Centre with the exception of Friday 28 May - this assem-
bly will be held at school. If an assembly day is very wet
we will stay at school for the assembly.

Dates: Friday 30 April, Friday 14 May, Friday 28 May,
Friday 11 June and Friday 25 June.

TERM DATES 2010

Term 2 finishes on 2 July.

Term 3 commences on Monday 19 July and ends on Fri-
day 24 September.

Term 4 commences on Monday 11 October and finishes
on Monday 20 December.

PARENT DONATIONS

A Reminder: Parent donations are now due.

The donation level for this year is set at: $50.00 for 1
child, $70.00 for two children, $90.00 for three children.

IMPORTANT REMINDER

Please remember that we are a ‘NUT FREE’ school. We
have some students with severe allergies to peanuts and
peanut products. This means no nuts, peanut butter or
nutella products in lunchboxes! Thank you.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION

Board of Trustees elections are now underway and you
should all have received your voting papers in the

post. This is a postal vote and | remind you that the vot-
ing poll closes at noon on the 7™ May 2010, so make sure
you have posted your vote in the envelope provided be-
fore this day. A voting box is also available in the office
foyer.

I would like to thank the outgoing board members not
seeking re election — Lyane Jones, Neil Martin and Louise
Ritchie for all their hard work, time and the commitment
they have given to their roles while on the Board.

To Lyane an extra thank you for dealing with the endless
documentation needing to be completed and for your
expertise when dealing with the school finances.

Jill Brocket

SPORT NOTICES

Netball

Netball began on Tuesday with our first grading game.
We have two teams in the competition and we are looking
forward to a great season. Thanks to Loraine Clearwater
who organised the transport roster and to Holly, Ms
Thorne and Louise Moyle who will be coaching the
teams.

Hockey

6 a-side Hockey is beginning this Wednesday. We have
two teams in the competition which will be held at Palm-
erston School. Mr Cowan is coaching the teams and is

looking for

any volun- POWA QUIZ NIGHT
teers who

are able to Monday 3rd May 2010
assist in

coaching one 7-30pm

of the teams. Golden Fleece Hotel

Waikouaiti

Katrina

Get a group together and register a team
Great raffle prizes
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