
  

  

Upcoming School 

Events 

¶ Thursday 25 

March-Marae 

Week  - whanau 

groups activity day 

¶ Friday 26 March -

School assembly 

¶ Tuesday 30 March

-Teacher Only Day 

¶ Thursday 1 April-

Triathlon 

¶ Thursday 1 April-

Term 1 ends 

UPCOMING SCHOOL  

EVENTS  



 Kia Ora everyone 

The term has flown by and it is hard to believe that my 

time here at Waikouaiti School is coming to a close. I 

have thoroughly enjoyed working in your school and 

getting to know you all. You have all made me very 

welcome and it has been a pleasure and a privilege to 

have worked alongside Waikouaiti Schoolôs excellent  

staff, hard working BOT, and your wonderful children.  

Your new Principal Trudy Pankhurst will be taking up 

the position at the beginning of Term Two and I know 

you will all make her very welcome. I wish you all the 

very best for the future. 

 

Kind regards 

Dorothy Butterfield 

 

HEALTH and P E CONSULTATION  

Many thanks to families who completed our Health 

and Safety Consultation booklet. Your responses have 

enabled us to come up with the following four major 

underlying concepts for Waikouaiti School. We want 

our students to: 

¶ Have the knowledge, understanding, skills and 

attitudes to enable them to lead physically active 

lives. 

¶ Have understanding and knowledge of the fac-

tors that influence the health and well-being of 

self, others and the community. 

¶ Be involved with our community and to partici-

pate in a range of real life learning experiences 

beyond the classroom. 

¶ Be respectful, tolerant, and considerate of self 

and others, to enhance their interactions and rela-

tionships. 

All classroom programmes in Health and Physical 

Education will provide the contexts for this learning to 

take place. 

 

STUDENT SAFETY SURVEY 

Survey results have been collated and analysed. We 

have reviewed our school practices and procedures  to 

ensure the following: 

¶ Consistency across the school. 

¶ Use of Happy Points to enhance positive behav-

iours. 

¶ Teachers to be vigilant when on playground 

duty. 

¶ Students to be helped to learn ways to solve 

small playground issues.  

¶ Senior students to act as Physical Activity Lead-

ers (PALs) in the school. 

We recognise the importance of having lots to do at 

lunchtimes and would love to have any interested par-
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ents come along and help us organise games and 

activities if they are free.  

 

ASSEMBLY 

Our last assembly for Term 1 will be held on Fri-

day 26 Marchð2pm at the Events centre. All 

families are welcome and we look forward to see-

ing you there. 
 

EOTC CONSENT 

A blanket consent form for low risk activities at 

school and in the local community has been sent 

home. We would appreciate families signing this 

and returning it to the school as soon as possible. If 

you have mislaid yours please collect another one 

from the school office. 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR 

TEACHERS 

Our professional development focus for 2010 is on 

Literacy. Throughout the year,  teachers will be 

attending a series of literacy seminars with Dr Bar-

bara Watson. Last week Ms Neill and Mr Cowan 

attended seminar One. Next Tuesday 30 March 

will be a Teacher Only Day to enable all our 

teachers to attend the second seminar.  

 

OTAGO SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS  

Congratulations go to Leah, Maia, Jenna, Taylor 

and Georgia who will be representing Waikouaiti 

School at Saturdayôs Otago Swimming Champs.  

 

TRIATHLON  

Everything is in place for an excellent school event 

next Thursday. We thank Mrs Hurst for all her 

hard work in organising this for us.  

 

TERM DATES  

Term One ends next Thursday 1 April and 

Term Two begins on Monday 19 April. 

 

ROOM 1 

Kia Ora! WhǕnau, 

 We had an awesome time at the museum on Mon-

day where the children had an opportunity to ex-

plore and learn about some MǕori musical instru-

ments. We were lucky enough to make our own 

porotiti and these looked really good. This trip was 

a great way to learn more about the MǕori culture, 

as itôs reinforces our term intergraded topic of bi-

culturalism. Maths: over the last couple of weeks 

we have been learning about ótimeô and we will be 



fully the weather will be good to us. Maths this term 

has focused on addition and subtraction. This will 

continue next term before we move into multiplica-

tion and division. Next week we will have another 

spelling test to see how well we have improved. I am 

sorry to those parents who gave me their e-mail ad-

dresses to send weekly e-mails to but as I only re-

ceived 6 addresses I decided it was not worth it. I 

really need 15 or more to make it worthwhile. Next 

week we begin to wind down and prepare for Easter. 

As this is the last newsletter till term two, have a safe 

and happy break and I look forward to meeting you 

all sometime in term 2 at parent teacher interviews.  

Cheryl Neill 

 

ROOM 5 

Kia Ora from Room 5. 

We have been learning about the New Zealand flag 

and have spent some time creating new ones for this 

wonderful country of ours. We would love for you to 

come in and check them out. We have written a short 

explanation for each flag. Please come in and have a 

look and let us know your preferences. The winning 

flag designer will get a treat. We are all geared up for 

our trip to the Marae and we would like to say a big 

thank you to all the parents who have given up their 

time to supply us with transport. These trips are great 

for the students learning and without your support 

these trips become limited so thank you again for 

your support and time. We are all looking forward to 

the holidays and I hope you all have a great break. 

Keep smiling, keep learning. 

Chris Cowan 

 

COACHES REQUIRED 

Next term there is a Rippa Rugby tournament held in 

Palmerston.  This is for all schools in the East Otago 

area and will be played on Friday 7th May.  Usually 

there are 3 sections Year 3/4, Year 5/6 and Year 7/8, 

however as most of the East Otago schools are 

smaller and have trouble getting enough numbers 

there will be two grades which are Year 3/4/5 and 

Year 6/7/8.  There are enough players interested in a 

straight Year 6 team and one other being the Year 3, 

4 and 5 children.  This is a six aside mixed tourna-

ment with 2 girls or 2 boys on the field at any one 

time. 

The winning team/s of the competition will get the 

opportunity to compete in the Otago finals.  If you 

are available to assist or coach a Rippa Rugby team 

can you please let Katrina know as soon as possible.  

  
EAST OTAGO SWIM CLUB  

All length swimmers to be at swimming by 4:00pm on Tuesday 

30 March. Races begin at 4:30pm. 

EASTERN JUNIOR RUGBY  
 Anyone wanting to play junior rugby and havenôt yet  regis-

tered, please contact Christine on 4651 681. 

moving onto ómoneyô.  

English: we are busy learning high frequency words 

which help us with reading and writing. The children 

are learning to write a personal recount. 

MǕori: we were lucky enough to have Taineôs nana, 

Hollie, come in and show us how to do some 

harakeke (weaving). The children all made a head-

band which they proudly displayed. We are learning 

new waiata (songs), greetings and our mihi. 

If you can spare an hour in the morning to help as a 

parent reader that would be much appreciated. Please 

let me know. On Friday rooms 1 and 2 will be host-

ing the whole school assembly and I look forward to 

seeing you then.  

NǕ Rachel  

 

ROOM 2 

Kia ora from Room Two 

We had a fantastic visit to the museum where the 

children enjoyed their experiences with traditional 

Maori instruments as well as exploring the many 

carvings and the intricate patterns that these held. 

The children then made their very own Porotiti 

(traditional Maori instrument) and decorated them 

using the patterns that they saw.  

Once we got back to school the children drew their 

experience and included tukutuku patterns in their art 

work. What fantastic results!  

Thank you to the parents who assisted with transport 

and helped at the museum.  

Kind regards 

Louise Ritchie 

 

ROOM 3 

Kiaora from Room 3.   

For the past two weeks Room 3 have doing a range 

of activities in preparation for their trip to the Marae.  

We have been practicing our waiata (song) and be-

coming familiar with the procedures of visiting a 

Marae.  The children learnt about the history of the 

Marae at Puketeraki and the story of Huriawa.  We 

are all looking forward to an exciting day at the 

Marae and our whanau group activities day on 

Thursday. If you are available on Thursday to help 

make poi in Room 3, it would be appreciated. 

We all enjoyed the visit from the classic hits radio 

station and cycle surgery on Thursday morning. 

They came to check the childrenôs bikes.  Hereôs 

hoping we win the competition to have Ali Shanks 

visit our school!     

Check out some of the photoôs of the morning! 

Katrina Hurst 

 

ROOM 4 

It has been a busy term with such a lot happening for 

the children. We are all excited about our visit to the 

Marae and have been learning all about protocols 

and procedures on what happens on a Marae. Hope-


