
  
  

1-5 March -  Walk 

and Wheel Week 

Monday 1 March - 

Kiwi Sport with 

Cherie Oldham 

Wednesday 3 

March - Kiwi 

Sport with Cherie 

Oldham 

Friday 5 March - 

Assembly at 2pm 

Friday 5 March –

jWheels Day 

Tuesday 9 March  - 

Championship 

Swimming Sports 

at EOHS 

 

UPCOMING SCHOOL 

EVENTS 



Kia Ora everyone 

It is great to see everyone out and about learning and 

playing together during this wonderful spell of fine 

weather. Waikouaiti children continue to impress me 

with their friendly approach and their enjoyment of 

school. We have had a very busy two weeks with 

swimming being a big focus for all classes. Teachers 

report that this has been an excellent opportunity for 

all our students. We are very lucky to have been able 

to employ Cherie Oldham and Sam Fuehrer to assist 

teachers during all swimming sessions. We thank them 

both for their commitment to teaching our children and 

we thank all parents who have helped out over the last 

two weeks.  

Kind regards 

Dorothy Butterfield 

 
CLASSROOM NEWS 

ROOM 1 

Kia Ora! Whānau,  

What exciting things are happening in room 1?  

Well every Friday between 11:30- 12:30pm the tamariki 

(children) have ―Discovery Time‖. What is ―Discovery 

Time?‖  It is an opportunity where the tamariki can explore 

different activities. Some of the activities that we have had 

so far are: play dough, baking, art & craft, train sets, build-

ing blocks, dress ups, musical instruments, and computer 

games. The tamariki look forward to ―Discovery Time‖ and 

it fits well with our value of the term ―Curiosity‖. Swim-

ming is going well with many of the tamariki becoming 

more confident in the water. Thank you to all the parents/ 

whānau members who have helped with transport. It is im-

portant that all tamariki complete their reading at home and 

practice their words/ alphabet as this will support their 

learning.  

On Friday we had our whole school assembly and the fol-

lowing tamariki were rewarded: 

Sarah: great effort in reading  

Jack: a great start to school 

Greg: a great start to school 

Rhylee: received the ―curiosity‖ award from the principal 

Please remember I have an open door policy and if you 

would like to see me please make arrangements for after 

school, alternatively you can email me:  

rachel@waikouaiti.school.nz.  

Nā Miss Thorne  

ROOM 2 

I have been very impressed with the great effort the chil-

dren have been putting into their swimming. Everyone is 

making excellent progress. We have been working on writ-

ing personal recounts and we are all learning to add more 

detail to our writing to make it more interesting for our au-

dience. Everyone did a fantastic job of their assembly per-

formances last Friday. It was great to be able to share our 

learning with everyone. 

As part of our inquiry we are looking at Maori legends and 

mythical creatures. We have created fantastic 
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 taniwha and these are now on display. Everyone is 

welcome to come and look. I’m looking forward to get-

ting back to school after being unwell with the flu. 

Louise Ritchie 

 ROOM 3 

For the past two weeks Room 3 has been busy doing a 

number of activities on our topic focussing on the 

Marae.  We are learning about the parts of the Marae 

and their meanings as well as the Kawa (Protocol) for 

when we visit the Marae at the end of the term. 

Room 3 hosted the first assembly for the year and well 

done to the Evie and Joseph who lead the assembly.  

The children have enjoyed learning several Maori ac-

tion songs as well as their mihi.  Well done to Zoe and 

Bailey who performed their mihi at the assembly.  In 

Maths we are recapping our number knowledge and 

strategies with a focus on addition and subtraction.  

Well done to those children who have been practising 

their basic facts, keep up the great work!   

Katrina Burgess 

ROOM 4 

Hello everyone. We have been very busy on our cul-

tural unit learning all about Maori protocols and cus-

toms as we get ready for our marae visit in week 8. In 

maths we have been busy learning our addition and 

subtraction facts and using different strategies. Children 

have now begun to settle into routines and understand 

expectations. Please help your children with their 

homework and spelling. Thank you to the parents who 

gave me their e mail address so I can send home a 

weekly e mail. If I don’t have your address can you e 

mail it to me at school cheryl@waikouaiti.school.nz  

ROOM 5 

Kia Ora from Room 5. 

What a busy couple of weeks we’ve had with swim-

ming thrown into the mix. I have seen some terrific 

progress in the pool from every single one of our stu-

dents and I am really looking forward to seeing them 

all in action at the upcoming swim meet in Palmerston, 

with a couple (hopefully a few) heading off to the 

Otago Champs in weeks to follow. We have been 

working very hard in class as well and already I am 

seeing terrific progress across the curriculum. We are 

all settled into routines (despite swimming) and the last 

of the new year’s assessment is very nearly complete 

(much to everyone’s relief). Camp preparations are 

well underway and a draft proposal is not too far off. I 

am currently looking at booking a family ski weekend 

some time in term 3 for those families who would like 

to ski and a week long camp in the early days of No-

vember full of fun and exciting activities to exhaust us 

all. Please feel free to contact me or come and see me if 

you have any questions or can offer any help or ideas 

for camp activities that you would be willing to help 

with. 

Keep smiling, keep learning. 

Chris Cowan  

mailto:rachel@waikouaiti.school.nz
mailto:cheryl@waikouait.school.nz


BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS 

The Board of Trustees triennial elections take place on 7th May 

2010. Shortly before 15th March I will call for nominations for 

5 parent representatives and 1 staff representative, so please 

give this your consideration. In the meantime I am updating the 

school database with names and addresses. All parents or im-

mediate caregivers are eligible to vote, so PLEASE call at the 

school office and check that your name and correct address are 

on the Electoral Roll. 

 

PARENT DONATIONS 

Parent donations are the same as for last year i.e. $50 for 1 

child, $70 for 2 children and $90 for 3 children. Prompt  

payment would be appreciated. 

 

PARENT TUTOR READING 

Parent tutor reading requires two adult helpers. If you have a 

spare hour a week and enjoy children, we would love to have 

your help. Please phone Karen at Waikouaiti School. 

 

NEWS FROM THE DENTAL THERAPIST 

All Waikouaiti children will this year (2010) be treated at  

Palmerston School Dental Clinic due to the bus being delayed. 

Families will receive appointments. These will be sent in the 

mail in the next few weeks. 

Any problems, please phone Palmerston Dental Clinic 027 284 

9932 or Public Health South 476 9835 or Mirren Peterson 

(school dental service) 476 9896. 

Robyn Hammond (school dental therapist) and Bernie Jenkins 

(dental assistant). 

 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN PLAYING RUGBY? 

The Eastern Junior Rugby Club has mixed teams ranging from Under 

7 years to Under 13 years. We usually practice on a Wednesday night 

at Waikouaiti Sports Park, and play on a Saturday morning. Games are 

generally alternated between Waikouaiti and Dunedin, week about. 

When we have games in Waikouaiti, all the teams play there and we 

have prizegiving for all teams in the clubrooms after the games. There 

is also food available. It has a great team, club and family atmosphere. 

Come along to our registration day, or phone Christine on 4651 681. 

Registration fees are $10 for under 7's and $20 for under 8's to under 

13's, or $50 for a family. 

Registration Day: 

At the Eastern Rugby Club, Waikouaiti Sports Park, on 

Wednesday 10th March from 5 pm until 7 pm.   Socks and 

Shorts will be available to buy and you can bring along your 

old rugby boots to sell or swap, any queries please phone 

Christine on 4651 681.  
b 

HOUSE TO RENT 

Three bedroom, sunny home with carport. Available soon. 

Phone Karen 0272 595 087 

 

PALMERSTON GUIDES GROUP 

The Pippins, Brownies and Guides group meet at the  

 Palmerston Sports Hall on Wednesday from 3:30pm to 

5:00pm. 

For more information please phone Leonie Vogle: 4651764 or 

Tracey Tiddy: 4657457 (evenings) 

 

GYMNASTICS OPEN DAY on CHILDRENôS DAY 

When: Sunday 7 March 10.30am - 12.30pm 

Where: Southern Gymnastics Academy, 256b Vogel Street, 

Dunedin 

Three 40 minute sessions. 

Active, fun and free!! 

 

EAST OTAGO SWIMMING CLUB 

Accounts are now overdue. Please bring money to the next  

lesson or phone Loraine 4658 280 

WALK AND WHEELS 

Next week the 1st  to the 5th of March is walk and wheel 

week.  The children are encouraged to walk or wheel to 

school, for approximately 10 minutes every day.  On 

Wednesday we will complete a survey of all the children 

who are participating in this event and hand out some 

great spot prizes to those involved in this event.  There is 

also a chance to go into a draw to win a $50 voucher from 

Stirling Sports.   On Friday the 5th of March we will are 

having a wheels day to celebrate the week.   

 TRIATHLON 
The School Triathlon will be held on Thursday the 1st of 

April at Hawksbury.  There are a number of areas where I 

need adults to supervise or help out to get the bikes down 

to Hawksbury, marshalling as well as setting up the 

course for the day.  If you are able to help out with this 

event can you please see Katrina.   

NATIONAL STANDARDS 

There has been a lot of discussion in the news lately 

around The National Standards. Tomorrow three of our 

staff will be attending an introductory  workshop de-

signed to assist school leaders in the implementation of  

these standards.  

KIWI SPORT 

Cherie Oldham will be working with our students again 

next week. She will be working with all classes on a vari-

ety of sporting games and activities. 

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES 

The BOT have been reviewing the school’s Concerns and 

Complaints Procedures, which are now in easy to follow 

flowcharts. A copy has been sent home with today’s 

newsletter. Please keep this as a guide. 

EOTC CONSENT 

New EOTC guidelines were sent to schools at the end of 

last year. We have used this to revise our risk manage-

ment procedures. A blanket risk management  plan has 

been developed . We have included a consent form for 

low risk activities at school and in the local community. 

We would appreciate families reading and signing this 

and returning it to the school office as soon as possible. 

STUDENT SAFETY SURVEY 

As part of our school’s commitment to provide a safe 

physical and emotional environment for all children, we 

are sending home an anonymous Health and Safety Sur-

vey with this newsletter. It will only take a few minutes to 

complete and we would love to hear from you.   The chil-

dren will also be completing the form at school. Re-

sponses from parents can be placed in the box in the 

school foyer.       

ASSEMBLY 

Our next full school assembly will be held next Friday 5 

March—2pm at the Events centre. All families are wel-

come and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 EAST OTAGO SWIMMING SPORTSð9 MARCH 

This year only the championship events will be held. En-

tries will be sent in at the end of the week and more infor-

mation sent to parents next week.  

MUSEUM VISITS FOR ROOMS 1 and 2 

Rooms 1&2 will be visiting the Otago Museum as part of 

our Social Studies focus on Monday 15 March. We are 

hoping to use parent transport and there will be a cost of 

$3.00 per child. Permission forms and requests for trans-

port will be sent home soon 


